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Chronological Order versus Canonical
Order

All of God’s word is inspired (2 Tim. 3:16),
but the order of books in the Bible is not.
The order of the books in the Bible is man-
made. There is no divinely inspired order of
Bible books. If one were to use a standard
Bible and start reading in Genesis and read
book-by-book in order to Revelation, he
would be reading the Bible in canonical
order.

The standard order of books in most Bibles
today is the canonical order: Genesis to
Malachi and Matthew to Revelation. The
canonical order of books doesn’t follow a
chronological order all the way through the
Bible. Rather, it follows the order of books
found in the Greek Septuagint and the Latin

Vulgate translated by Jerome in the 4th
century A.D. The “canonical order” groups
books together according to their type of
literature: law, history, poetry, and
prophecy in the Old Testament; gospel,
history, and epistle in the New Testament.
The “chronological order” groups books or
portions of books together according to
their historical date and content.

Keep in mind that Bible scholars and
historians differ on some aspects of Bible
dating and so determining chronological
order is not an exact science. Chronological
ordering is not easy to do and will differ
some from person to person. While
chronological ordering can be relative and
tentative at times, the reader can still gain a
general chronological flow of Bible history
from beginning to end.

Benefits of Chronological Bible
Reading

Reading the Bible in chronological order has
two important benefits not found by using
other reading methods.

Yot reading the Bible chronologically

gives one a better sense of the overall flow
of Bible history from beginning to end. The
reader learns to keep a Bible passage in its
historical context and order. By reading
chronologically, the Bible student can more
easily follow God’s plan of salvation from
the beginning — the “mystery” that has been
manifest from times eternal to the present

(Rom. 16:25-26; | Cor. 2:7; Eph. 3:9; Col.
[:26). Remember, the Bible is not a
catechism or a topical textbook arranged by
subject matter: God, man, sin, salvation, etc.
The Bible is a single and unified message of
salvation that flows through several periods
of history.

Second, reading the Bible

chronologically allows the reader to put
together the historical events with the
doctrinal lessons attached to them. For
example, in the Old Testament, one can
read about the tumultuous events of the life
of David in | Samuel, followed by the God-
honoring feelings of his life in the book of
Psalms. Or, one can read about the ungodly
history of Israel in -2 Kings, followed by
the powerful sermons preached by the
prophets during that time. The historical
events are explained by the spiritual lessons
and vice-versa.

Read Chronologically

Reading the Bible in chronological order will
greatly help you in your understanding of
God’s overall plan for saving mankind. The
Bible is one, continuous message of
salvation from paradise on earth lost (Gen.
[-3) to paradise in heaven regained (Rev.
21-22). By reading chronologically, you will
see the beautiful panoramic view of the
Bible’s plan of salvation as it is seen through
a series of unfolding events across the
epochs of time.
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